
1 

 

Curriculum Vita 

 

Irmo Marini, Ph.D., D.Sc., CLCP, CRC 

2609 Brazos Ave. 

McAllen, TX  78504 

Home office: (956) 380-6499 

University office: (956) 665-7035 

University e-mail:  irmo.marini@utrgv.edu 

website: www.macm.ws 

 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND  

 

 2000   Post Graduate Certification 

   Major:  Life Care Planning 

   University of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

 

1992   Doctor of Philosophy (GPA 3.93) 

   Major:  Rehabilitation 

   Auburn University, Auburn, AL. 

Dissertation:  The use of humor to modify attitudes, decrease 

interaction anxiety, and increase desire to interact with persons of 

differing abilities. 

 

1985   Masters of Arts (non-thesis, clinician oriented) 

Major:  Clinical Psychology (course work – Clinical Assessment 

Techniques, Behavior Modification, Counseling Techniques, 

Learning Disabilities & Clinical Seminars) 

    Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, CAN. 

 

1984   Honors Bachelor of Arts (thesis) 

   Major:  Psychology 

   Thesis:  Cognitive processes involved in the game of chess. 

   Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, CAN. 

 

1982   Bachelor of Arts 

   Major:  General Arts 

   Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, CAN. 

 

LICENSES/CERTIFICATIONS 

➢ Certificate in Life Care Planning (#1217) 

➢ Certified Life Care Planner (#0372) 

➢ Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (#9902) 

➢ Social Security Vocational Expert (BPA #60037) 

 

 

 

mailto:irmo.marini@utrgv.edu
http://www.macm.ws/
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

2012-present  Professor 

(Rehabilitation Counseling) in the School of Rehabilitation, 

College of Allied Health Sciences, University of Texas-Pan 

American (as of fall 2015 University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley).  

Graduate courses taught include Group Counseling, Medical 

Aspects of Disability, Psychology of Disability, Case 

Management, Counseling Techniques, Practicum and Internship. 

PhD courses taught include Seminar in Rehabilitation Research, 

Seminar in Dissertation, Forensic Rehabilitation, Internship, and 

Independent Study.  

 

2008-2012  Professor and Doctoral Program Coordinator 

(Rehabilitation Counseling) in the Dept. of Rehabilitation, College 

of Health Sciences and Human Services, University of Texas-Pan 

American.  Graduate courses taught include Group Counseling, 

Medical Aspects of Disability, Psychology of Disability, Case 

Management, Counseling Techniques, and Internship. PhD courses 

taught include Seminar in Rehabilitation Research, Seminar in 

Dissertation, Forensic Rehabilitation, Internship, and Independent 

Study.  

 

2002-2008  Professor and Graduate Program Coordinator 

(Rehabilitation Counseling) in the Dept. of Rehabilitation, College 

of Health Sciences and Human Services, University of Texas-Pan 

American.  Graduate courses taught include Group Counseling, 

Medical Aspects of Disability, Psychology of Disability, Case 

Management, Internship and Practicum. 

 

2001-2002 Vocational Consultant/Evaluator for Projects with Industry grant 

administered by the Valley Association for Independent Living. 

 

1998-present Vocational Expert for the U.S. Social Security Administration’s 

Office of Hearings and Appeals, South Texas Region. 

 

1996-2002  Associate Professor and Graduate Program Coordinator 

(Rehabilitation Counseling) in the Rehabilitative Services 

Program, College of Health Sciences and Human Services,  

University of Texas-Pan American.  Courses taught in addition to 

below include Group Counseling. 

 

1995-1996  Assistant Professor and Graduate Program Coordinator 

administering a CORE accredited Master of Rehabilitation 

Counselor (MRC) Education program in the Counselor Education 

and Psychology department at Arkansas State University, 



3 

 

Arkansas.  Responsibilities included recruitment/retention, student 

advisement, Practicum and Intern placement and supervision, 

teaching Psychosocial Aspects of Disability, Medical Aspects of 

Disability, Vocational Services, and Case Management. 

 

1995-1996 Veterans’ Affairs Case Management Consultant providing case 

management and job placement supervision to graduate program 

interns working with veterans with disabilities. 

 

1994-present Forensic Rehabilitation Consulting Marini & Associates forensic 

rehabilitation consulting providing catastrophic injury life care 

planning, ADA and vocational damage assessments re: workers’ 

compensation and personal injury earning capacity loss in 

litigation and expert testimony. Conducting labor market analyses, 

providing job placement recommendations, and labor market 

access loss.  

 

1994-1996 Vocational Expert for the U.S. Social Security Administration’s 

Office of Hearing and Appeals, Northeast Arkansas Region. 

  

1992-1995 Assistant Professor (MRC degree) in the Counselor Education 

and Psychology Department at Arkansas State University, AR.  

Courses taught:  Vocational Services, Psychosocial Aspects of 

Disability, Medical Aspects of Disability, Case Management in 

Rehabilitation, Special Problems in Rehabilitation, Introduction to 

Psychology, Organizational Psychology, and Adult Psychology. 

 

1992-1994 Vocational Director (contract) at George W. Jackson Community 

Mental Health Center, Jonesboro, Arkansas.  Developed and 

implemented a vocational rehabilitation training program with job 

placement for persons with psychiatric disabilities. 

 

1991-1992 Project Director (Region IV) Center for Independent Living 

Training and Development Grant at Auburn University, Alabama. 

 Co-authored and directed educational training sessions and 

provided technical support to 23 Centers for Independent Living in 

Region IV. 

 

 Vocational Expert - for McDaniel & Associates of Auburn, 

Alabama.  Provide forensic rehabilitation assessments and expert 

testimony in cases of vocational damages and catastrophic injury. 

 

Curriculum Developer and Trainer (contract) for the 

Rehabilitation Continuing Education Dept. at Auburn University.  

Developed and presented training sessions regarding vocational 

evaluation, supported employment, and job placement to 
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rehabilitation counselors pertaining to clients with head injuries, 

developmental disabilities, persons who are deaf and/or blind and 

mental illness. 

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant instructing Medical Aspects & 

Adjustment to Disability, and Careers in Rehab (undergraduate) at 

Auburn University. 

 

1989 Disabled Student Specialist with the Office of Special Programs, 

Student Affairs, Auburn University.  Provided personal and career 

counseling as well as facilitated necessary accommodations for 

students with disabilities. 

 

   Fulltime doctoral resident 

 

1987-1989 Director of Counseling & Career Services at Lakehead 

University, Thunder Bay, Canada.  Provided individual, effective 

and career counseling as well as study skills to students 

with/without disabilities and directed an office of counselors. 

 

1985-1987 Student Counselor for the Counseling Dept. at Lakehead 

University, Thunder Bay, CAN.  Provided personal, career, and 

study skill counseling individually and in groups primarily with 

students. 

 

1985-1987 Sessional Lecturer in Organizational Psychology at Confederation 

College, Thunder Bay, Canada. 

 

Program Developer and Director of the Pre-Vocational Disabled 

Youth Employment Program; Ministry of Community and Social 

Services, Thunder Bay, Canada.  Designed and presented a 

vocational training program for disabled youths as well as 

provided job placement. 

 

Rehabilitation Counselor/Psychometrist with the Psychology 

Department at Lyndhurst Rehabilitation Hospital, Toronto, 

Canada. 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

➢ Outstanding Achievement- Research Publication Award – College 

of Allied Health at The University of Rio Grande Valley -- 2019 

➢ International Association of Life Care Planners - Patricia 

McCollom Distinguished Career Award in Life Care Planning 

Research, 2015 
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➢ National Council on Rehabilitation Education - Rehabilitation 

Educator of the Year Award for 2013 

➢ Degree of Doctor of Science (honoris causa) bestowed by 

Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, Ont., Canada, June 2012 

➢ American Rehabilitation Counseling Association – James F. 

Garrett Distinguished Career Award in Research, 2010 

➢ 2008-2009 Outstanding Achievement/Scholar Award – CHSHS at 

The University of Texas-Pan American 

➢ National Council on Rehabilitation Education - Distinguished 

Career Award in Rehabilitation Education, 2009 

➢ 2003-2004 Outstanding University Faculty Teaching Award – The 

University of Texas-Pan American 

➢ Nominated into the 2004 or 58th edition of “Who’s Who Among 

America’s Teachers” 

➢ 2002-2003 Outstanding Service Award – The University of Texas-

Pan American 

➢ Nominated into the 2002 or 56th edition of “Who’s Who Among 

America’s Teachers” 

➢ 2002 Nominated into the 56th edition of “Who’s Who in America” 

➢ 2000 Provost’s Scholar Award – The University of Texas-Pan 

American 

➢ 1999-2000 Outstanding Achievement/Scholar Award – The 

University of Texas-Pan American 

➢ 1999 Faculty Research Colloquium Award – The University of 

Texas-Pan American 

➢ 1999 Technology in Teaching Faculty Award – The University of 

Texas-Pan American 

➢ 1996 University Faculty Scholarship/Research Award – Arkansas 

State University 

➢ Nominated into the 1996 edition of “Who’s Who Among 

America’s Teachers” 

➢ 1995-1996 Service Award – Chair, Students with Disabilities 

Advisory Committee 

➢ 1995-1996 Service Award – Crowley Ridge Development Center – 

Head Start Program 

➢ 1995 College of Education Faculty Scholarship/Research Award – 

Arkansas State University 

➢ Vocational Evaluation and Work Adjustment Association Student 

Literary Award (1991) 

➢ Outstanding Student with Academic Honors Award at the graduate 

level (1991), Auburn University 

➢ Nominated to Alpha Epsilon Lambda Honor Society for Academic 

Excellence and Leadership (1991) 

➢ Nominated into the 1991 edition of “Who’s Who Among Students 

in American Colleges and Universities” 
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➢ Outstanding Academic Achievement Award at the graduate level 

(1990), Auburn University 

 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Leadership 

 

➢ Editorial board member of the Rehabilitation Research, Policy, 

and Education.  Official journal of the National Council on 

Rehabilitation Education. (1998-present) 

➢ Editorial board member of the Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin. 

Official journal of the American Rehabilitation Counseling 

Association. (1994-present) 

➢ Editorial board member of the Rehabilitation Professional. 

Official journal of the International Association of Rehabilitation 

Professionals. (2017-present) 

➢ Editorial board member of the Journal of Vocational 

Rehabilitation. (2016-2018) 

➢ Editorial board member of the Journal of Life Care Planning. 

Official journal of the International Academy of Life Care 

Planners, a division of the International Association of 

Rehabilitation Professionals. (2015-present) 

➢ International Journal of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

international online peer-review editorial board member. (2018 – 

present) 

➢ Editor of the Journal of Life Care Planning (2011-2013). Official 

journal of the International Academy of Life Care Planners, a 

division of the International Association of Rehabilitation 

Professionals.  

➢ Co-Chair of the American Rehabilitation Counseling Association 

representative to the International Rehabilitation Counseling 

Association (2008-2012) 

➢ Past – President of the American Rehabilitation Counseling 

Association (2007-2008) 

➢ Executive Officer – President of the American Rehabilitation 

Counseling Association (2006-2007) 

➢ Executive Officer – President-elect of the American 

Rehabilitation Counseling Association (2005-2006) 

➢ Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification 

representative to the Foundation for Rehabilitation Education 

Research (2004-2009) 

➢ Executive Officer – Chair of the Commission on Rehabilitation 

Counselor Certification (2002-2003) 

➢ Executive Officer – Treasurer of the American Rehabilitation 

Counseling Association (2002-2005) 
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➢ Executive Officer – Vice-Chair of the Commission on 

Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (2001-2002) 

➢ Executive Officer – Treasurer of the Commission on 

Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (2000-2001) 

➢ Board of Directors, Valley Association for Independent Living, 

Rio Grande Valley, Texas (2000-2001) 

➢ Co-chair of the Strategic Planning Committee of the Commission 

on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (1999) 

➢ Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification Board 

Member-At-Large (CRCC) (1998-2003) 

➢ American Rehabilitation Counseling Association (ARCA) 

representative to the Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE) 

(1998-2000) 

➢ Alliance Awards Committee Chair for Rehabilitation Awards 

(1998) 

➢ Chair, Consumer Advocacy and Human Rights Committee, 

American Rehabilitation Counseling Association (1995-1997) 

➢ University Committee Chair, Disability Services – Arkansas State 

University (1995-1996) 

➢ Vice President, Board of Directors (1995-1996), Abilities 

Unlimited Inc., Jonesboro, Arkansas 

➢ Chair and advisory board member of a Region IV federally 

funded training grant for Independent Living Centers (1992) 

➢ Past President 1989, Thunder Bay Spinal Cord Society 

➢ Board of Directors (1987-1989), Handicapped Action Group 

Incorporated, Thunder Bay, Canada 

 

Memberships 

 

➢ International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals 

➢ International Academy of Life Care Planners 

 

NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL REFEREED OR INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

 

➢ Ethical Issues in Forensic Rehabilitation. National Association of 

Multicultural Rehabilitation Counselors. Atlanta GA on July 19, 2019. (Co-

presented with Danielle Antol) 

  

➢ Content Analysis of Letters to the Editor regarding Persons with Physical 

Disabilities. National Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Counselors. 

Atlanta GA on July 18, 2019. (Co-presented with Danielle Antol and Rigel 

Pinon) 

 

➢ Redux: Empirical Validation of Durable Medical Equipment 

Replacement Values in Life Care Plans). International Association of  
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Rehabilitation Professionals. Charlotte, NC. October 27, 2018. (Co-presented 

with Chia Vang, Danielle Antol and Elaine Mora). 

 

➢ Forensic Rehabilitation: Is This a Career for You (part 1). National 

Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Counselors. Las Vegas, Nevada 

July 13, 2018. (Co-presented with Bernard Preston and Danielle Antol) 

 

➢ Forensic Rehabilitation: What It Is and How to Do It (part 2). National 

Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Counselors. Las Vegas, Nevada 

July 13, 2018. (Co-presented with Bernard Preston and Danielle Antol) 

 

➢ Exemplar Rehabilitation Educator’s Defining Moments and Career 

Reflections. National Council on Rehabilitation Education. Anaheim, CA-

April 2017. (Co-presented with Dr. Graf and Dr. Reed) 

 

➢ Redux of Employer Validation of Jobs that can be Performed with a 

Sit/Stand Option. International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals – 

Forensics Section. New Orleans, LA; October 23, 2015. 

 

➢ The Perceived Prevalence of Secondary Complications among Persons 

with Spinal Cord Injury. International Association of Rehabilitation 

Professionals – Forensics Section. New Orleans, LA; October 23, 2015.  

 

Battling Our Self-Fulfilling Prophecies.  Invited keynote at Confederation 

College, Thunder Bay, Canada; September 19, 2013.  

 

➢ Beyond Status 26: The Undocumented Role Vocational Rehabilitation 

Counselors Really Play.  Invited keynote presentation at the TRAN Annual 

training conference in Corpus Christi TX, September 11, 2013.   

 

➢ The Ascension from Majority to Minority:  Invited keynote presentation at 

the National Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns in New 

Orleans, LA on July 26, 2013.   

 

➢ SSA Cited Impairments: What Rehabilitation Counselors Need to Know.  

Invited presentation at the National Association of Multicultural 

Rehabilitation Concerns in New Orleans, LA on July 27, 2013 (Co-presented 

with Drs. Tennyson Wright and Brenda Cartwright).   

 

➢ Ethnic, Gender, and Contact Differences in Intimacy toward Wheelchair 

Users.  Invited presentation at the National Association of Multicultural 

Rehabilitation Concerns in Little Rock, AR on July 27, 2012 (Co-presented 

with Colleen Etzbach).   
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➢ The ABC’s of Life Care Planning.  Invited presentation at the National 

Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns in Little Rock, AR on 

July 27, 2012. 

 

➢ Questionable Jobs, Changing Classifications and Significant Numbers.  

Invited at the American Board of Vocational Experts annual conference, Las 

Vegas, NV, March 25, 2012. (with Bernard Preston) 

 

➢ The Transformational Journey from Patient to Rehabilitation 

Professional.  Invited keynote at the American Board of Vocational Experts 

annual conference, Las Vegas, NV, March 24, 2012. 

 

➢ Attitudes toward Intimacy with Wheelchair Users.  Invited and first-place 

award winning poster at the Academy of Spinal Cord Injured Professionals. 

Las Vegas, NV - Sept. 6, 2011 (Co-presented with Alinka Del Castillo).   

 

➢ Attitudes toward Intimacy with Wheelchair Users.  Invited presentation at 

the 11th National Council on Rehabilitation Education. Manhattan Beach, CA-

April 8, 2011 (Co-presented with Dr. Chen, R., Feist, A., Torres-Flores, L., & 

Del Castillo, A).   

 

➢ Employer Validation of Acceptable Absenteeism Rates in Forensic and 

Social Security Venues.  American Board of Vocational Experts annual 

conference, Orlando, FL, March 26, 2011 (Co-presented with Elizabeth 

Palacios and Alinka Del Castillo).  

 

➢ Career Changer: The Transformation from Athlete too Academic.  

Invited keynote at Confederation College, Thunder Bay, Canada; October 28, 

2010.  

 

➢ Impressions of the Second Kind.  Invited keynote at Confederation College, 

Thunder Bay, Canada; October 28, 2010.  

 

➢ Spiritual Beliefs and Practices in Adjusting to a Spinal Cord Injury.  

American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social 

Workers. Las Vegas, NV; September 22, 2010.  

 

➢ Content Analysis Re: Common Concerns of Persons with Physical 

Disabilities. National Council on Rehabilitation Education. Manhattan Beach, 

CA-April 2010.    

 

➢ Religion and Spirituality in the Lives of People with Multiple Sclerosis. 

National Council on Rehabilitation Education. Manhattan Beach, CA-April 

2010. (Co-presented with Drs. Roy Chen and Noreen Graf).   
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➢ Spirituality and SCI: Attitudes, Beliefs and Practices. National Council on 

Rehabilitation Education. San Antonio, Texas- February 2009. (Co-presented 

with Dr. Noreen Graf).   

 

➢ 100 Words about Disability. National Council on Rehabilitation Education. 

San Antonio, Texas- February 2008. (Co-presented with Dr. Noreen Graf and 

Charlene Blankenship).   

 

➢ Empirical Validation of Employer Perceptions of Jobs that can be 

Performed with a Sit/Stand Option. International Association of 

Rehabilitation Professionals – Forensics Section. Las Vegas, NV; November 

1-3, 2007.  

 

➢ Empirical Validation of Employer Perceptions of Jobs that can be 

Performed Using One Arm. International Association of Rehabilitation 

Professionals – Forensics Section. Las Vegas, NV; November 1-3, 2007.  

 

➢ The ABCs of Life Care Planning and How to Get Started.  American  

Rehabilitation Counseling Association’s 50th Annual Conference. Tampa, FL:  

November 8-10, 2007.  

 

➢ Life Care Planning and SCI: Things You Didn’t Know. International 

Association of Rehabilitation Professionals Division. Scottsdale, AZ; 

November 2006. (Co-presented with Dr. Eva Miller). 

 

➢ The Role of Religion and Spirituality for Persons with Chronic Pain.  

National Rehabilitation Counseling Association. Albuquerque NM; October  

2006.  

 

➢ Contemporary Problems Facing Teenagers Today. Catholic School Board  

      Seminar for Parents in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada. June 2006.  

 

➢ Validating Replacement Values of Durable Medical Equipment in Life 

Care Planning. International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals. 

Nashville, TN; November 2005. (Co-presented with Dana Harper). 

 

➢ Facilitating Students with and without Disabilities Success at Colleges 

and Universities.  Invited keynote at Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, 

Canada; October 17, 2003.  

 

➢ Facilitating Students with and without Disabilities Success at Colleges 

and Universities.  Invited keynote at Confederation College, Thunder Bay, 

Canada; October 17, 2003.  

 

➢ Recent Modifications in the CRC Examination: Implications for 

Rehabilitation Counselor and Education Professionalization.  National 
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Rehabilitation Counseling Association Symposium. Fairfax, VA; June 28, 

2003.  

 

➢ Positive Psychology and Wellness in Relation to Secondary Complications 

for Persons with Spinal Cord Injury.  National Rehabilitation Counseling 

Association Symposium. Fairfax, VA; June 28, 2003.  

 

➢ Rehabilitation North and South of the 49th: A Comparison Between 

Canadian and USA Rehabilitation Landscapes. Canadian Association 

Rehabilitation Professionals. Vancouver, Canada. April 30- May 2/03. (Co-

presented with Dr. Hal Cain). 

 

➢ CRCC and CORE: Current and Future Initiatives.  National Council on 

Rehabilitation Education. Tucson, AZ; Feb. 15, 2003. (Co-presented with Dr. 

Don Dew). 

 

➢ Research on Spinal Cord Injuries and Decubiti: Teaching Counselors 

Wellness Concepts.  National Council on Rehabilitation Education. Tucson, 

AZ; Feb. 15, 2003.  

 

➢ New Developments in Rehabilitation Counseling Accreditation and 

Certification.  American Association of State Counseling Boards. Charleston, 

S.C. Jan. 10, 2003. (Co-presented with Dr. Don Linkowski). 

 

➢ Why Some Persons with Spinal Cord Injuries Almost Never Get Pressure 

Sores.  American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social 

Workers. Las Vegas, NV; September 2002. (Co-presented with Dr. Mike 

Jones). 

 

➢ The Ethically Competent Educator: Revisions to the CRCC Code of 

Ethics.  Accepted presentation at the NCRE/RSA/CSAVR annual conference 

in Washington D.C. October 15, 2001 (co-presented with Dr. Linda Shaw and 

Ron Vessell). 

 

➢ Everything You Wanted to Know About the CRC but Were Afraid to 

Ask.  Accepted panel presentation at the NCRE/RSA/CSAVR annual 

conference in Washington D.C. October 15, 2001 (co-presented with Susan 

Gilpin CEO & Cindy Chapman). 

 

➢ Attitudes and Disability: The Good, Bad, and Ugly.  Invited professional 

development presentation at Confederation College, Thunder Bay, Ontario, 

Canada. May 28, 2001. 

 

➢ Cultural Competencies.  Board Training for the National Rehabilitation 

Counseling Association at the American Counseling Association Annual 
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Conference. San Antonio, TX; March 2001. (Co-presented with Dr. Chuck 

Reid). 

 

➢ The Return to Work Initiative for Claimants on Social Security: 

Claimant Characteristic and Implications for Rehabilitation 

Professionals.  National Rehabilitation Counseling Association’s Annual 

Training Conference. Orlando, Fl; November 1998. (co-presented with Beth 

Clem and Dr. Mark Stebnicki). 

 

➢ Life Care Planning for Persons with Spinal Cord Injuries.  American 

Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social Workers. Las 

Vegas, NV; September 1997. (Co-presented with Dr. Paul M. Deutsch). 

 

➢ The Physiological and Psychological Correlates of SSA Claimants: 

Implications for Rehabilitation Counselors and Other Professional.  

American Rehabilitation Counseling Association and National Rehabilitation 

Counseling Association and National Rehabilitation Counseling Association 

Alliance Conference. Tampa Bay, FL., March 1997. (co-presented with Dr. 

Mark Stebnicki). 

 

➢ The Do’s and Don’ts of Writing for Professional Publication.  American 

Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social Workers. Las 

Vegas, NV; September 1996. (co-presented with Dr. Romel Mackelprang and 

Jason Mask, MSW). 

 

➢ Implications of the Cultural Values Orientation Model on Rehabilitating 

Persons Who Sustain Catastrophic Injury. National Rehabilitation 

Counseling Association’s annual conference. Little Rock, AR; March 1996. 

(Co-presented with Dr. Fernandez). 

 

➢ Cognitive Correlates of Disability Sensitivity Awareness Training. 

National Rehabilitation Counseling Association’s annual conference. Little 

Rock, AR; March 1996. 

 

➢ Cultural Values Orientation in Counseling Persons with Spinal Cord 

Injuries. American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and 

Social Workers. Las Vegas, NV; September 1995. (Co-presented with Dr. 

Sylvia Fernandez) 

 

➢ Research, Theory, and Strategies on Effective Leadership. National 

Rehabilitation Association’s annual conference. St. Louis, MO; October 1994. 

 

➢ Societal Attitudes toward Disablement: Implications for Persons with 

SCI. American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social 

Workers. Las Vegas, NV; September 1994. 
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➢ Humor and Rehabilitation: Relevance in Educational, Vocational, and 

Counseling Environments. National Rehabilitation Association’s annual 

conference. Atlanta, GA; October 1993. 

 

➢ Self-Esteem Differences among Persons with Spinal Cord Injury. 

American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social 

Workers. Las Vegas, NV; September 1993. 

 

➢ Preparing Persons with Quadriplegia to Work with Personal Assistants. 

American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social 

Workers. Las Vegas, NV; September 1993. (Co-presented with Rick Taylor 

and Victoria Scott) 

 

➢ Understanding and Working with the Psychosocial Maladjustment of 

Persons with Spinal Cord Injury Using Morita Therapy. American 

Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social Workers. Las 

Vegas, NV; September 1992. 

➢ Enhancing Self-Concept of Clients with Disabilities to Maximize Career 

Potential. National Consultation on Vocation Counseling. Ottawa, Ontario; 

January 1990. 

 

➢ A Systematic Career Counseling Approach to Working with Persons with 

Disabilities. Canadian Association of University and College Student 

Services. Winnipeg, Manitoba; June 1988. 

 

➢ Effective Communication Strategies in Interactions with Persons with 

Disabilities. Third Annual Congress in Rehabilitation. Quebec City, Quebec; 

1987. 

 

REGION AND STATE INVITED AND/OR REFEREED PRESENTATIONS 

 

➢ Positive Psychology, Social Justice, and Advocacy. Presentation at the 

Graduate Rehabilitation Counseling Association in Edinburg, TX; October 20, 

2018.  

 

➢ Ethics: A Comparison of CRC’s, LPC’s, and LCDC Codes of Ethics. 

Presentation at the Rehabilitation Issues conference in Edinburg, TX; July 27, 

2018.  

 

➢ Beyond Closure Status 26: The Real Impact Rehabilitation Counselors 

Have.  Invited keynote at the Texas Rehabilitation Action Network annual 

training conference in Corpus Christi, Texas on September 13, 2013.  

 

➢ Thriving following Adversity.  Invited convocation speech to South Texas 

Vocational Institute. Donna, Texas, December 17, 2011.  
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➢ Talent Has No Boundaries.  Invited keynote to Disability Awareness Week 

at the University of Texas Pan-American; Edinburg, Texas, October 17, 2011.  

 

➢ Psychological Impact of Hiring Disabled Workers.  Invited presentation for 

the Division of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services annual employer 

training. Edinburg, Texas, October, 2011.  

 

➢ Humor in the Workplace. Presentation at the 2nd Clinical Lab Sciences 

conference in Brownsville, TX; April 16, 2011. 

 

➢ Thriving following Adversity.  Invited convocation speech to South Texas 

Vocational Institute. McAllen, Texas, May, 2010.  

 

➢ Talent Has No Boundaries.  Invited keynote to Disability Awareness Week 

at the University of Texas Pan-American; Edinburg, Texas, October 26, 2010.  

 

➢ The Journey from Patient to Professional.  Invited keynote at Mind-Body 

Conference sponsored by Tropical Texas Mental Health and Mental 

Retardation; South Padre Island, Texas, October 4, 2010.  

 

➢ Use of Humor in the Workplace. Presentation at the 7th Rehabilitation 

Issues conference in McAllen, TX; April 22, 2005. 

 

➢ SSI/SSDI Beneficiaries: What to Expect/Work with this Population. 

Presentation at the 6th Rehabilitation Issues conference in McAllen, TX; April 

16, 2004. 

 

➢ Using a Life Care Planner and Vocational Expert: What to Expect. 

Presentation at the 104th Arkansas Bar Association’s annual conference in Hot 

Springs, AR; June 13, 2002. 

 

➢ Vocational Implications of Psychiatric Disabilities. Presentation at the 4th 

Rehabilitation Issues conference in McAllen, TX; April 12, 2002. 

 

➢ Vocational Implications of Traumatic Brain Injuries. Presentation at the 

Region V Texas Rehabilitation Commission conference in Harlingen, TX; 

March 28, 2002. 

 

➢ Creative Prop Techniques in Group Counseling. Presentation at the 3rd 

Rehabilitation Issues conference in McAllen, TX; September 22, 2001. 

 

➢ Ethical Dilemmas: Problems and Solutions. Presented to the Texas 

Rehabilitation Association and local community. Edinburg, TX; September 

23, 1999. 
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➢ Vocational Implications for Persons with Severe Physical Disabilities. 

University of North Texas Region VI Continuing Education for Community 

Rehabilitation Programs training workshop. Dallas, TX; August 1998. 

 

➢ Developing Life Care Plans for Persons with Catastrophic Disabilities. 

Southwest National Rehabilitation Association’s annual training conference. 

Houston, TX; July 1998. 

 

➢ Time Management Principles and Practice for Rehabilitation 

Professionals. Southwest National Rehabilitation Association’s annual 

training conference. Houston, TX; July 1998. 

 

➢ The Benefits and Strategies of Implementing Humor into Counseling 

Practice and Supervising Others. State of Texas annual Rehabilitation 

Association board meeting. South Padre Island, TX; December 1996. 

 

➢ Medical Aspects of Disability. Training workshop presented to the State 

Department Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors. Little Rock, AR; February 

1996. 

 

➢ Rehabilitation Counseling Graduate Trends. Arkansas Rehabilitation 

Regional Training. Jonesboro, AR; May 1995. 

 

➢ Consumer Choice: Myth or Mirth. Arkansas Rehabilitation Association 

Annual Training conference. Hot Springs, AR; May 1994. 

 

➢ Medical Aspects of Disability. State of Arkansas workshop presented to the 

State Department Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors. Little Rock, AR; 

October 1992. 

 

➢ Enhancing Independence for Persons with Disabilities through Advocacy, 

Attitude and Awareness. Three-day state of Kentucky training workshop 

presented to the Centers for Independent Living in the state. Louisville, KY; 

June 1992. (Co-presented with Dr. Bob Michaels) 

 

➢ Beginner and Advanced Peer Counseling Training. Three-day Region IV 

training workshops for 23 Center for Independent Living peer counselors. 

Atlanta, GA; April 1992. (Co-presented with Dr. Jack Cassell) 

 

➢ The Role and Function of Independent Living Centers. Training workshop 
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